The Summer Beit Midrash R. Aryeh Klapper
The Art of Living Dangerously
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A beraita: R. Benaah would often say: Anyone who is deeply involved in Torah lishmah, his Torah

becomes an elixir of life for him, as it says . . . but anyone who is deeply involved in Torah not lishmah,
it becomes an elixir of death for him, as it says . . .
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A pearl in the mouth of Rava: The purpose of Torah is repentance and good deeds, Accordingly, a
man should not read and learn and simultaneously kick his father and mother and teacher and those
greater than he in wisdom and years, as it says “The beginning of wisdom is the fear of G-d - good
thinking is found/given to all who do them” - it doesn’t say ‘to those who do’, but rather “to those who
do them”, to those who do /ishmah and not to those who do not lishmah, and anyone who does not
lishmah would have been better off not born.
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The Rabbis taught: Some act with a sense of urgency and are rewarded, some act with a sense of
urgency and lose. Some are lowly and rewarded, some are lowly and lose. An example of the urgent
winner - one who works all week but not on Friday afternoon; the urgent loser - one who works all
week and on Friday afternoon. An example of the lowly winner - one who works neither all week nor
Friday afternoon; the lowly loser - one who doesn’t work all week but does on Friday afternoon.
Rava said: Those women of Mechuza, although they don’t work on Friday afternoon, it is out of
fastidiousness (rather than piety), as they don’t work all week either - nonetheless, they are described as
lowly but rewarded.
Rava posed a contradiction: in Psalm 57 it says “Your Grace extends to Heaven”, but in Psalm 108 it
says “Your Grace extends above Heaven! How can we resolve this? Here (108) we are discussing
those who do lishmah, there (57) those who do not /ishmah. This resolution follows the statement of R.
Yehudah in the name of Rav, for R. Yehuah said in the name of Rav “A person should always be deeply
involved in Torah and Mitzvot even not lishmah, because not lishmah will lead to lishmah.
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There are two kinds of not lishmah - if he acts out of love or fear, or to know the widom of Torah, then
"out of not /ishmah comes lishmah”. But if he involves himself to become great or to attack, he would
have been better off not born.

N N7Man w'kn 'om .5
INXINMI DIPAN NANKRA 210 11'K WAIY AR DY NADNN [N AR NANRAD ' NT

DN XNI'2uNn 1N
There are two kinds of “love or fear” - love of reward and fear of punishment is not good, but love and
awe of G-d are good.
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not lishmah, as for example out of fear of suffering or love of reward, where his intent is not to fulfill
the Will of his Maker Who commanded him to do such but rather his own benefit . . . but Taanit and
Berakhot discuss one who is involved not out of love or fear but rather to compound his transgressions,
making his accidental sins deliberate, for even though he knows that he transgresses he does not refrain
from fulfilling any of his heart’s desires.
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Here it discusses one who learns only to attack his colleagues, but there it discusses one who learns so
that he will be respected
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for the sake of Heaven and not to become great and arrogant
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Here we discuss one who is involved in Torah only because he has no other work to do, but given
options he would not be involved in Torah, or one who is involved in Torah because he’s too lazy to do
other work, similar to what is described here as “lowly but rewarded” . . . but there it discusses one who
is involved in Torah to attack his colleagues.
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Here it duscusses one who learns to be arrogant and attack and diminish his colleagues in the realm of
halakhah, and doesn’t learn in order to practice, but here . . . he has no evil intent but is simply lazy . . .
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R. Eliezer son of R. Tzadok said: Do things for the sake of their Maker, and speak in them lishmam.
Do not make them a crown to be exalted through them, nor a shovel to dig with.
A fortiori: If Belshazzar, who only used for his own benefit sacred utensils which had lost their
sanctity, was uprooted from the world, all the more so one who uses the crown of Torah for his own
benefit!
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"Lowly and rewarded - one who works neither all week nor Friday afternoon”: And even though he has
no intent to fulfill a mitzvah, it is still considered “not lishmah”, and we say later on “a person should
always ...
"who do lishmah”: above Heaven, and not lishmah until Heaven because he nonetheless performed a
mitzvah as per R. Yehudah . . .
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(An alternative manuscript reads) “It does not say to those who learn them but rather to those who do
them” - and this is the text in all the old printings, and the Maharshal emended to our text. This is also
the version recorded in Tosafot to Sotah and in many other medieval commentaries.
Read “and (only) for those who act lishmah etc.”
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In my humble opinion it is possible that here, when we say “A person should always . . .”- it is certainly
reasonable to distinguish between Torah and mitzvot in this regard, as certainly involvement in Torah
not lishmah is worse than doing mitzvot not lishmah, because the essence of learning Torah is the
intent, while mitzvot, even not lishmah, (are significant) because the Torah commanded the action even
without the intent.
Accordingly, we can say that here it discusses involvement in Torah so as to know to do the
commandments, and this is called /ishmah, but since he performs the commandments not lishmah but
rather habitually, and learns with the intent to perform the mitzvot so, (we nonetheless tell him “involve
yourself deeply in Torah (lishmah) and mitzvot (not lishmah) so that you will come to do mitzvot
lishmah™) . ..
Absent this approach, I think it would be difficult to explain this idea of “from lishmah comes not
lishmah”, as according to the position that mitzvot require intent, doing mitzvot not /ishmah fulfills no
obligation, and according to the position that mitzvot don’t require intent, they fulfill the obligation
(and require no further justification)! But perhaps the statement deals with mitzvot that can be evaded.
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The beginning of the (final) judgment of a person relates to Talmud, and afterward to other actions.
Therefore the Rabbis said: “A person should always be involved deeply in Torah not lishmah . . .”
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. . . therefore one should involve himself deeply in Torah even not lishmah since out of not lishmah in
Talmud he will come to action lishmah.
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R. Yehudah said in the name of Rav: “A person should always . . ., because as a reward for the 4 2
sacrifices Balak the evildoer brought, he merited being the ancestor of Ruth . . .
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Rav Chuna said: Learn Torah not lishmah as from not lishmah you will come to lishmah.
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Some people think mistakenly that one who enjoys the intellectual creativity of Torah study in learning
not lishmah, unlike straightforward learning which provides no pleasure but is only for the sake of the
commandment. On the contrary, that enjoyment is essential to the mitzvah.
This may help explain the Rambam’s omission of mitzvot in his citation of R. Yehuda in the name of
Rav, even though he clearly had it in his text, and the juxtaposition to the line about the women of
Mechuza proves that it was intended to apply to both Torah and mitzvot. Since the Rambam believes
that mitvot require intent, he assumes that mitzvot not lishmah are meaningless, but Torah is an
exception sine, as the Ran explains, pleasure can replace intent when it is an essential element of the
mitzvah
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Once not lishmah has come up, I’ll say something else about it. R. Tam said there are two types of not
lishmah, one forbidden and one permitted. But I, insignificant and small, say that all not lishmah is the
same, and all are sinful. But that sin is permitted because?/if? it will lead in the end to a mitzvah, like
one who saves a woman in a river or digs someone out of a pile on Shabbat. This is also implied by the
comparison (of a mitzvah not lishmah) to Yael (whose seduction of Sisera is called a “sin lishmah”).
But one who stiffens his neck, who will never do the mitzvah, better for him not to be born.
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R. Yehoshua ben Levi said: What is the meaning of the verse “and this is the Torah which Moshe
placed (som)” ? If he merits, it becomes an elixir (som) of life; if not, an elixir (som) of death.
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If he merits - to learn lishmah and fulfill it.



