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1. Berakhot 34b

Said R. Chiyya bar Abba in the name of R. Yochanan: All the prophecies of the prophets referred only to one who
marries his daughter to a scholar and creates business opportunities for scholars and who uses his possessions to
benefit scholars, but with regard to scholars themselves — “no eye has seen, G-d, but Yours alone, what will be done
for those who wait for Him.”

Said R. Chiyya bar Abba in the name of R. Yochanan: All the prophecies of the prophets referred only to the time of
the Messiah, but the World to Come - “no eye has seen, G-d, but Yours alone what will be done for those who wait
for Him.”

This differs with that said by Shmuel, for Shmuel said: There is no difference between this world and the time of the
Messiah except for political subjection, as it says “for the poor will not cease to be in the heart of the land.”

Said R. Chiyya bar Abba in the name of R. Yochanan: All the prophecies of the prophets referred only to possessors-
of-repentance, but as for the absolutely righteous - “no eye has seen, G-d, but Yours alone what will be done for
those who wait for Him."”

This differs with that said by R. Avahu, for R. Avahu said: In the place that possessors-of-repentance stand, the
absolutely righteous cannot stand, as it says “Peace, peace, to the distant and to the near” — to those who are
distant at first and then draw near.

R. Yochanan would respond: What is meant by “distant”? That he was distant from sin at all times. What is meant
by “near”? That he was close to sinning but has now distanced himself.

2. Maharsha to Berakhot 34b

I will also say my peace in accordance with a precise reading of R Yochanan'’s statement “What is ‘near? That he
was close to sinning but has now distanced himself”, which means that the text isn't dealing with someone who
sinned and actively performed a transgression, which couldn’t be called “close to sinning”, but rather it means that
he believed himself close to sinning but overcame his evil inclination and did not sin, meaning that he is a possessor-
of-repentance with regard to his thought of sinning. It is certainly this one, who overcame his evil inclination and did
not perform the sinful act, that R. Avahu holds has a spiritual advantage over the absolutely righteous, who were not
seduced at all by the evil inclination and were never close to sinning, while R. Yochanan holds that nonetheless the
completely righteous have the spiritual advantage in that they did not sin at all, even in thought, as opposed to this
one who came close to sinning and therefore transgressed in thought.

3. Maimonides Laws of Repentance 7:3-4

Don't say that repentance is only necessary from sins that involve an act, for example sexual transgressions, theft,
and robbery. Rather, just as a person must repent of those, so too he must search out his bad characteristics and
repent of anger, hate, jealousy, mockery, pursuit of money and/or honor, pursuit of food, et al. From all he needs to
repent, and these latter sins are harder than those involving actions, as when a person is entrenched in these it is
very hard to separate from them, as it says “the evildoer will abandon his path”.

Let a person who is a possessor-of-repentance not imagine that he is distant from the level of the righteous because
of the sins and transgressions he performed in the past, for it is not so — rather he is beloved and dear before the
Creator as if he has never sinned. Furthermore, his reward is great, for he tasted sin and separated from it and
conquered his inclination. Said the Sages: “In the place that possessors-of-repentance stand the absolutely
righteous cannot stand”, meaning that their spiritual level is higher than those who have never sinned because they
conquer their inclination more.

4. Responsa Ridbaz 2:832

You asked me whether these two statements of the Sages disagree or agree, namely: “Said R. Yochanan: All the
prophecies of the prophets referred only to possessors-of-repentance, but as for the absolutely righteous - ‘no eye
has seen, G-d, but Yours alone what will be done for those who wait for Him"”, and “Said R. Avahu, for R. Avahu
said: In the place that possessors-of-repentance stand, the absolutely righteous cannot stand”.

Answer: Many things have been said about this statement of R. Avahu, but I will tell you what seems agreeable to
me as a means of reconciling the two statements, namely that R. Yochanan is dealing with ordinary possessors of
repentance, who were wicked and returned in complete repentance . . . and there is no distinction here between the
individual and the community. But R. Avahu is dealing with the absolutely righteous, whose hearts are steadfast
with G-d, for they were straight from the beginning, but they accidentally transgresses one of the commandments,
or else they were presented with an opportunity to sin and were overcome by their inclinations, but immediately
returned in complete repentance and returned to their righteousness and straightness, so that their righteousness
and service was doubled because they tasted sin and abandoned it . . . Both statements deal with one who returns
out of love, but one who returns out of fear has not completely repented.

5. Michtav Mei’Eliyahu 3:353

You asked regarding Berakhot 34b . . . that there seems room to reconcile by saying that G-d’s grace is more
revealed with regard to possessors of repentance, whereas the service itself is more revealed in the always-
righteous. Your words are very correct! Actually, disagreement is only possible in legal matters, and even there only
with regard to practice — but regarding essences disagreement is impossible . . .



