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6. The Halakhic Mind, pp. 100-1
... medieval Jewish thought, despite its accomplishment and merit, has not taken deep root in Jewish

historical religious realism and has not shaped Jewish religious world perspective. When we speak of

philosophy of religion, we must have in mind foremost the philosophy of religious realities experienced

by the entire community, and not some abstract metaphysics cultivated by an esoteric group of

philosophers. Second, we know that the most central concepts of medieval Jewish philosophy are

rooted in ancient Greek and medieval Arabic thought and are not of Jewish origin at all. It is

impossible to reconstruct a unique Jewish perspective out of alien material. Third, the Hegelian thesis
that philosophy is synonymous with fieri, continuous process and activity, was borne out by
contemporary scientific facts and has become a truism in modern philosophy. If Jewish philosophy is
reduced to obsolete concepts and medieval categories that time has rendered sterile, then where is living

philosophical continuity?

7. Halakhic Man, pp. 87-89 = N2NN "X p. 78 (I have modified the translation)

The whole notion of [Torah] NN/ primarily refers to [studying] for the sake of the love of
the Torah - i.e., that one should exert oneself to determine its root principle. A person might think that
NN/ means [for the sake of] cleaving to G-d (M"2T), and according to this opinion would imagine
that occupying himself with songs and hymns, in particular the Psalms of David, the sweet singer of
Israel, that arouse in one love for G-d and [a sense of] His closeness, is sufficient for him and that in
this manner he will live a sweet and desirable life. But such is not the case, for the Midrash [on Psalms
1:8] states that King David requested that one occupied with his poems and songs be considered the
equivalent of one who studied the Laws of D'W21 and M2NX, which implies that the study of those
laws is more valuable! And we have no evidence that God granted David’s request! [This is so]
because the primary purpose of study is not to occupy oneself with cleaving to G-d but rather to
understand, through Torah, the commandments and laws, and to know each and every matter clearly,
both its general principles and its particulars . . . rather, one should study these matters for the sake of
the matters themselves, so that one will comprehend them and deepen one’s understanding and analytic
skill, and not study only for M{P*QT as many have mistakenly thought. For example, one should study
Damages. Sometimes one must investigate the 12" (the principle that a party’s plea is to be credited if
a more convenient or advantageous plea were available to him) of frauds, what the fraud could claim . .
. And even though he has no thought during the learning for matters of 'N NX, all learning is for the
sake of the Unification of the Divine Name. And when he tires himself in the effort to understand a law
simply and clearly, certainly the Divine Presence rests upon him while he is actually learning, as the

Sages of Blessed Memory said: “The Holy One Blessed Be He now has in His world only the four



cubits of ND2N”. The above are the words of R. Hayyim Volozhin, the outstanding student of the
Vilna Gaon and founder of the Yeshiva of Volozhin, in his book O™N NN, and it seems to me that they

need no commentary.

8. Halakhic Man, p.4 = N2NN X p. 15

Our aim in this essay is to penetrate deep into the structure of halakhic man’s consciousness
and to determine the precise nature of this “strange, singular” being who reveals himself to the world
from within his narrow, constricted “four cubits” [Berakhot 8a], his hands soiled by the gritty realia of
practical halakhah [see Berakhot 4a]. However, in order to fulfill the task, we must undertake a
comparative study of the fundamental and distinctive features of the ontological outlooks of Zomo

religiosus and cognitive man. For only by gaining an insight into the differences and distinctions

existing between these two outlooks will we be able to comprehend the nature of halakhic man, the

master of Talmudic dialectics.

9. Halakhic Man, p. 60 = N2%NN L X p. 57

... even according to those authorities who declare that commandments do require intention, the
Halakhah does not require of us any mystical, esoteric intentions directed toward a mundis absconditus,
a hidden world, but only the clear, plain thought to fulfill via this particular act such and such a
commandment. Heaps upon heaps of mystical intentions and unifications have been piled up by the
mystics to lead man’s consciousness to hidden worlds; halakhic man knows nothing, however, about

such mysteries.

10. Halakhic Man, p.23-4 = N2%NN E'X p. 31

. .. when many halakhic concepts do not correspond with the phenomena of the real world, halakhic
man is not at all distressed. His deepest desire is not the realization of the Halakhah but rather the ideal
construction that was given to him from Sinai, and this ideal construction exists forever. “There never
was an idolatrous city and never will be. For what purpose, then, was its law written? Expound it and
receive a reward! There never was a leprous house and never will be. For what purpose, then, was its
law written? Expound it and receive a reward! There never was a rebellious son and never will be.
For what purpose, then, was his law written? Expound it and receive a reward!” Halakhic Man is not
at all grieved by the fact that many ideal constructions have never been and will never be actualized.
What difference does it make whether the idolatrous city, the leprous house, and the rebellious son
existed or didn’t exist in the past, will exist or won’t exist in the future? The foundation of foundations
and the pillar of halakhic thought is not the practical ruling but the determination of the theoretical
halakhah. Therefore many of the greatest halakhic men avoided and still avoid serving in rabbinic
posts. They rather join themselves to the group of those who are reluctant to render practical decisions.

And if necessity - which is not to be decried - compels them to disregard their preference and to render



practical decisions, this is only a small, insignificant responsibility which does not stand at the center of

their concerns.



11. Halakhic Man p.26 = N2NN E*X p. 32-33

The concept of the Day of Atonement or the night of Passover, for example, is an ideal
concept, and halakhic man sees the Day of Atonement in the resplendent image of the glory of the
sacrificial service of the day or the night of Passover in all its majesty, at the time when the Temple was
still standing. Both the Day of Atonement and the Passover festival nowadays, when we have no high
priest, nor sacrifices, nor altar and the whole Temple service cannot take place, are devoid of all that
holiness and glory with which they were endowed at the time of the Temple. Both are only a pale

image (NNX12AT NX1A]) of the ideal constructions that were given on Mount Sinai.
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13. Halakhic Mind p. 93
It is worthy of note that Maimonides, the halakhic scholar, came nearer the core of philosophic

truth than Maimonides, the speculative philosopher.
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