1. Nachmanides to Numbers 33:53
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"And you will empty the land and settle in it, for I have given you the land to inherit it" - to my mind this is a positive
commandment commanding them to settle in the land and inherit it because He had given it to them, rather than
despising the homeland given by Hashem. Should they consider conquering Shin'ar, or Assyria, or other countries and
settling in them, they would be transgressing the commandment of Hashem

2. Talmud Avodah Zarah 20a
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"Lo techaneim" - Don't give them an encampment in the ground

3. Nachmanides' Fourth Alternative Positive Commandment
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That we have been commanded to inherit the land which Hashem the exalted gave to our ancestors . . . and not leave it
in the hands of any other nation, or desolate, which is the intent of "And you shall empty the land and settle in it" . . .
and its boundaries were spelled out . . . so they would not leave any of it unconquered . . . and this what the Sages call a
commanded war, as the Talmud says in Tractate Sotah (44b) "Rava said: The war of Joshua's conquest is universally
agreed to be obligatory; the wars of David for territorial expansion are universally agreed to be optional . . . and don't
err and think the commandment referred to is that of battling the Seven Nations . . . this is incorrect . . . rather the truth
is that we should not leave it in their hands or in the hands of any other nation in any generation . . . so we have been
commanded to conquer the land in all generations . . . and aside from this the Sages said many hyperbolic praises all
relating to this positive commandment to empty the land and settle it. Accordingly this is a positive commandment for
all generations which obligates every individual among us, even during exile, as the Talmud says in many places . . .
and they said that “settling in the Land of Israel is the equivalent of all other commandments”.

4. Babylonian Talmud Tractate Ketubot 111a
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Rav Zeira was avoiding Rav Yehudah because he wished to leave for the Land of Israel, for Rav Yehudah had said:
"Anyone who ascends from Babylonia to the Land of Israel violates a positive commandment, as it is written "they will
come to Babylonia and remain there until the day I recall them, says Hashem".
What would Rav Zeira reply? That verse refers to the Temple vessels.
But Rav Yehudah had a different verse, namely "I have made you swear daughters of Jerusalem by the deer or the rams
of the field (lest you awaken or arouse love until she desires it)."
What would R. Zeira reply? That verse refers to “not storming the walls”.
Rav Yehudah would respond that several other verses mention similar oaths!
But Rav Zeira interpreted those in accordance with Rabbi Yose son of Rabbi Chaninah, who said "What are these three
oaths? The first is that the Jews would not storm the walls, the second is that Hashem made the Jews swear not to rebel
against the nations of the world, and the third is that Hashem made the idolaters swear not to subjugate the Jews
excessively.



5. Sefer HaChinukh Commandment 425
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To kill the Seven Nations who held our land prior to our conquest of it from them . . . and even though we have already
done all required . . . for they have been scattered and assimilated among the nations to the extent that no trace of them
remains . . . and one who violates this and has a member of these nations within his or her power to kill without self-
endangerment and fails to kill them has negated this positive commandment

6. Minchat Chinukh to Ibid
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This requires investigation - granted that all commandments are pushed aside by danger, nonetheless this
commandment, in which the Torah commanded us to battle them - and we know that the Torah does not rest its
commandments upon miracles, as Nachmanides makes clear, and the natural course of events is for people on both
sides of a war to die - clearly requires us to battle them even though this involves risking our lives! If so, danger is
pushed aside here, and the commandment is to kill them despite the danger, and the contrary position of the Sefer
HaChinukh requires investigation.

7. Maimonides' Book of Commandments, Principle 14
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And it is known that war and the conquest of cities occur only via a monarch and the advice of the Great Sanhedrin and
the High Priest, as it is written "and before Elazar the Priest he will stand"

8. Maimonides' Code of Jewish Law, Laws of Kings 5:1-2
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The king's initial wars must be commanded. And what is a commanded war? The war of the Seven Nations and the
war of Amalek and the assistance of Jews against an enemy who has attacked them. Afterward the king can fight
optional wars, i.e. wars fought against other nations to expand the boundaries of Israel and/or enlarge his reputation.
A commanded war does not require him to receive the permission of the court but he may go out to battle on his own
and conscript the people as soldiers, but for optional wars he may not cause the people to go out to battle without
permission from the Court of Seventy One.

9. Nachmanides' Seventeenth Alternative Negative Commandment
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And it seems to me that the king, or judge, or whoever has responsibility for the people in terms of bringing them out
for an optional or obligatory war, is commanded to ask the urim vetumim and behave in accordance with them, as the
Exalted said "and he will stand before Elazar the Priest and ask him the decision of the urim before Hashem. They will
go out and in by his command, and all the Children of Israel with him, and all the congregation". This commands
Joshua . ..

10. Babylonian Talmud Tractate Sanhedrin 72a
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Rava said: What is the reasoning behind the Law of the Furtive Trespasser? The Torah said: If one comes to kill you,
anticipate and kill him first.



