1. Talmud Shabbat 63a
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Mishnah: A man may not go out [into a public domain] on Shabbat with a spear, a bow, a shield, or a
spear. If he did so [without intention to violate the law] he is liabel for a sin-offering.
Rabbi Eliezer said: They are ornaments for him {and accordingly may be worn out to the public
domain on Shabbat].
The Sages said: They are actually shameful, as it says (Isaiah 2:4) “and they shall beat their swords
into plowshares and their javelins into pruning hooks; one ntion will not raise the sword against
another, and they will no longer learn war”.
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A non-Mishnaic Tannaitic text: They said to Rabbi Eliezer: If they are ornaments for him, why will
they cease to be in Messianic times?
He replied: Because they will be unnecessary.
Let them be for purely decorative purposes?
Abaye said: Like a candle at noon.
This argues with Samuel, for Samuel said: The only difference between the existing world and the
Messianic world is the subservience of the Jews of exile, as it is wirtten “for the poor shall not cease
from the earth.”
By arguing with Samuel, it supports Rabbi Chiya bar Abba, who said: All the [utopian visions of the]
prophets speak about the Messianic world, but the World to Come “No one other than You, Lord, has
seen”.
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Another version: They said to Rabbi Eliezer: If they are ornaments for him, why will they cease to be
in Messianic times?
He replied: Even in Messianic times they will not cease to be.
Thus he agreed with Samuel, and disagreed with Rabbi Chiya bar Abba.
Said Abaye to R. Dimi (some say it was to R. Avya, and some say R. Yosef said to R. Dimi, and some
say to R. Avya, some say Abaye said to R. Yosef): What is Rabbi Eliezer’s reason for saying “they are
ornaments for him? It is written (Psalms 45) “Gird your sword on your hip, mighty warrior, your
splendor and your glory”
Said R. Kahana to Mar son of Ravina: But that verse is talking about Torah!
He replied: A verse does not completely lose its simple sense.



2. Talmud Avodah Zarah 15b-16a
N7 X7 TO KT N7 M0m 'R MTR DR DT PTIRWN 'RILMT YD XYL MT XD DNT M0m 'R RN TII
MiL,0MT NRBYR "TWNT RN 'R 70" ;'NId TR 021D TAy TNR 7172 7w NIKTYIY K71 D720 K71
,MIYN TV X7 NID XA D10 TA'? NIAT? 'MXT DIYNn K7R [Ny [FTRMIEDNRN 7' T'wn
AI0X 7D ,0'231D TAIW'Y? 11DNY7 NIOX NARY 11T :NIAN 12 N1 AN [N 21 NXDEL,NAIYND Ty 78!
1"N .NDOTR X71,X7N2 X019 (T'XIL'019 XN7N NN vaN DD TAY PN TIYNn RwY pnY
S70RT TUNT R 270 7KW 010077 11017 110K ,0M010 TAIWY 1IDNRY 1I0KY 1T IXAXK 2 T
TAVT 1T ,X0IMWNA - ¥v"anl,7'0p K77 07157 77 'RnR 710 KT N TIDRDD T nrn K0
INLINT7Y 10T DIWN XN'7'R 20" L ron 07 M0 XMLP'0MIN 07 [N110 'R 1220 N .09 17INNY
N7 0Y9¢ DT KT RNYL 1"N 'ONN IMINART XI'X .1"N IWON X 120 R IX7 i mywl 'orn 17'9x,'0
72 N2 AR [NN1 QY AR Y YN INRTT 0YY DT L1F'0MN DN 0NIDIN IDNINIR WLINTA o
'W7NT DIvn 70"n ;772 Y NI'vwy 07 [0 'R :NANK 12 XKTR 20 IRK .0NNIK WD D070 NIRR
7"N L1127 KPT KAT'RDT.ARITIN X77192 071 20 R nd a0xni n 197998 ,90 K0T 7D 1M
7' 112a07T 'RONDYT UK
(Rabbah sold a donkey to Jew suspected of reselling animals to idolaters (which is prohibited). He
was challenged as to the permissibility of the sale.)
A further non-Mishnaic Tannaitic text: We do not sell them weapons or accessories, and we don’t
sharpen their weapons, and we don’t sell them anvils or collars or cuffs or chains of iron. This is true
for both Cuthim and idolaters.”
Why? If we suspect the Cuthim of being killers, why would it be permitted to be alone with them?! [It
is forbidden to be alone with idolaters for safety reasons.]
It must therefore be because they will resell them to idolaters.
Were you to say: [the reason selling to a Jew suspected of reselling to idolaters, but not to Cuthim, is
that] Cuthim wouldn’t reconsider, but Jews will reconsider — but R. Nachman said in the name of
Rabbah bar Avuha “just as they prohibited selling to idolaters, so too they prohibited selling to Jews
suspected of reselling to idolaters™!
Rabbah ran three parsas (some say one parsa, but in sand) after the purchaser, but couldn’t catch up to
him.
Said R. Dimi bar Abba: Just as it is prohibited to sell to idolaters, so too it is prohibited to sell to
Jewish robbers.
What kind of Jewish robbers?
If they’re suspected of murder, this is obvious - they are substantively identical to idolaters!
If they don’t kill, why not sell to them?
Actually, we’re dealing with “grabbers” (Rashi: robbers who grab and run), who will sometimes use
them for self-defense.
A non-Mishnaic Talmudic text: We don’t sell them shields. Some say we do sell them shields.
Why (wouldn’t we?)
If the reason is that they protect them, we shouldn’t sell them wheat or barley either!
Said Rav: If it’s possible, then you shouldn’t.
Another version: The reason not to sell them shields is that they go out and kill when their gear is
complete.
“Some say we do sell them shields” — because when their weapons are spent, they run away.
Said R. Nachman in the name of Rabbah bar Avuha: The law follows “Some say”.
Said R. Ada bar Ahavah: We do not sell them iron bars.
Why?
Because they forge them into weapons.
If so, we shouldn’t sell them rakes or shovels either!
Said R. Zvid: We’re dealing with Indian iron (Rashi: which is used exclusively for weapons).
But we do sell them nowadays!
Said R. Ashi: We sell them to the Persians, who protect us.



3. Code of Maimonides, Laws of Idolaters 9:8-9
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Just as we don’t sell idolaters things which strengthen their hands with regard to idolatry, we don’t sell
them things which can become public menaces, for example bears, lions, weaponry, cuffs and chains,
and we don’t sharpen their weapons. Everything that we may not sell to idolaters, we may not sell to
Jews suspected of reselling to idolaters. It is also forbidden to sell potential menaces to Jewish robbers.
If Jews are living amongst idolaters and have covenanted with them, they may sell weapons to the
king’s servants and forces, because they use them to fight battles with the enemies of the state to
preserve it. It thus turns out that they protect us, because we are among them.

4. Rabbi Menachem Hameiri (late 13" century Provence) to Avodah Zarah 15b
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Similarly, we do not sell them weapons or accessories, and we do not sharpen their weapons, and
similarly knives, cuffs or chains of iron. Since these people belong to no civilizing religion and do not
submit to the awe of the Divine, but rather burn incense to the stars and worship idols, they will not
refrain from any sin and will use these items to damage others. So we don’t even sell them what is
known as Indian iron, which they use to make swords.
Just as it is forbidden to sell to idolaters, it is forbidden to sell to Jewish robbers, even if they are not
complete cutthroats but kill only when the victim threatens them in self-defense.
It is also forbidden to sell to a Cuthi lest he resell to an idolater, or to a Jew suspected of such reselling.
But we do sell them shields, for they are made exclusively for self-defense rather than killing.
In the days of the Rabbis it was permitted to sell all these to the Persians, because Jews lived among
them, and when someone lives under someone else’s protection it is appropriate to aid them in every
way possible. For this reason we permit all these sales nowadays even in places where idolatry is still
prevalent. It is also permissible to sell them these things if that will cause them to help us, as we have
written above . . .

5. Tur (R. Jacob ben Asher, 14" Century Spain) Yoreh Deah 151
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.. . but nowadays the custom is to sell all weapons to non-Jews since they use them to save us from the
enemies attacking the city.

6. Shulkan Arukh (R. Joseph Caro, 16" century Turkey/Isracl) Yoreh Deah 151:6
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... If Jews were living among idolaters and covenanted with them, they may sell all weapons to the
king and his forces, because they use them to battle the enemies of the state and save it, thus protecting
us who live among them.



