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1. Avodah Zarah 18b

(R. Elazar ben Parta and R. Chanina ben Tradyon were arrested. When R. Elazar was tried,
a series of miracles eliminated all the evidence against him, and he was freed.)

They brought R. Chanina ben Tradyon in to be tried. They asked him: “Why have you been
involved in Torah.

He replied: As Hashem my G-d commanded.

Immediately they decreed that he would be burnt, that his wife would be decapitated, and that
his daughter would be placed in a brothel.

(R. Chanina is executed by being burnt while wrapped in a Torah scroll. His daughter is
deeply disturbed, but he assures her that the G-d who will avenge the scroll will avenge him
as well. The executioner, in violation of his orders but in exchange for a promise of the World
to Come, gives R. Chanina a speedy death, then jumps into the flames himself. A Heavenly
voice announces that both R. Chanina and the executioner are slated for the World to Come.)
B’ruriah, wife of R. Meir, was the daughter of R. Chanina ben Tradyon.

She said to R. Meir: It degrades me that my sister is in a brothel.

He took a huge purse and went.

He said: If she has not been used for sin, a miracle will happen for her, but if she has sinned,
no miracle will happen.

He disguised himself as a charioteer.

He said to her: Accept my advances.

She replied: | am menstruating.

He said: | am patient.

She said: There are many prettier than |.

He said to himself: This indicates that she has not sinned; she says this to everyone who
comes.

He said to her guard: Give her to me!

The guard replied: | am afraid of the government.

He said: Take this huge purse — use half of it for bribes and keep half for yourself.

The guard replied: What do | do when the money is spent?

He said: Say “G-d of Meir, answer me!”, and you will be saved.

The guard replied: How do | know that this is so?

He said: You’ll see right now.

There were some man-eating dogs nearby. R. Meir threw a clod of earth at them, and they
attacked the guard. He said: “G-d of Meir, answer me”!

They released him, and he gave her over to him.

Eventually the government found out. They brought the guard out to be crucified, but they
had to take him down:

They said: What is this?

The guard told them the story.

They engraved R. Meir's image on the entrance to Rome, saying: “Whoever sees this man,
bring him in”.

One day they spotted him. They ran after him, and he ran from them. He went into a brothel.
Some say: He saw food cooked by Gentiles, put one finger in and sucked another.

Some say: Elijah appeared to him in the guise of a prostitute, and he hugged him.

They said: Heaven forfend! If this were R. Meir, he would not behave so.

He fled, and came to Babylonia.

Some say: As a result of this episode.

Some say: As a result of the episode involving B’ruriah.

2. Rashi Avodah Zarah 18b

Some say because of the episode involving B’ruriah —

She once mocked the Sages’ statement “Women’s minds rule lightly over them”.

He told her: “By your life! In the end you will concede the truth of their words.”

He ordered one of his students to tempt her to sin, and he persisted for a long time until she
agreed.

When she found out, she strangled herself, and R. Meir fled out of shame.
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3. Kiddushin 81a

R. Meir habitually mocked sinners. One day, Satan appeared to him as a woman on the
other side of a river. There was no ferry, so he grabbed a guide-rope and started across.
When he was halfway, Satan abandoned him, saying: Had it not been proclaimed in Heaven

“Take heed of R. Meir and his Torah”, | would have made you worth two pennies.

4. Eiruvin 53b

R. Yosei the Galilean was travelling when he encountered B’ruriah.

He said to her: “What path should we take to Lod?”

She replied: “Idiot Galilean! Did not the Sages say “Do not increase conversation with

women”?! You should have said “Which to Lod”!

5. Eiruvin 53b
B’ruriah encountered a student learning in whispers. She sharply criticized him.
She said to him: Is it not written in Scripture “arranged in all and preserved”? If it is arranged

in your 248 organs it is preserved, and if not it is not preserved.

6. Berakhot 10a

A heretic said to B’ruriah: Scripture says “Rejoice O barren woman who has not given birth” —
Because she has not given birth she should rejoice?!

She replied: Idiot! Look at the end of the verse, where it is written “for the children of the
desolate will be greater than the children of the husbanded, says Hashem”. Rather, what is
meant by “barren woman who has not given birth”? Rejoice O Community of Israel, which is

like a barren woman who has not birthed children for Gehennom like you.

7. Berakhot 10a

Some ruffians (Midrash Tehillim 104: a heretic) in R. Meir’s neighborhood bothered him
greatly. He responded by asking for mercy regarding them so that they would die (Ms.
Munich: He excommunicated them and sought to destroy them.

Said B'ruriah, R. Meir's wife: What are you thinking? That it is written “Let chattaim cease”.
Is it written “chot’im”™? It is written “chtim”!

Furthermore, look at the end of the verse — “and the wicked are no more”. Once it is written
that chattaim have ceased, what does “and the wicked are no more” add?

Rather, it means “ask for mercy regarding them that they should repent”, and thus “the wicked
are no more”.

He asked for mercy regarding them, and they repented.
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8. Yalkut Shim’oni to Mishlei Section 964

Another interpretation of “A valorous woman is hard to find” —

They told the following story about R. Meir. While he was lecturing one Shabbat afternoon,
his two sons died. What did their mother do? She laid both of them on a bed and covered
them with a sheet. After Shabbat R. Meir came from the beit midrash.

He said to her: Where are my two sons?

She said to him: They went to the beit midrash.

He said to her: | looked in the beit midrash and did not see them.

She gave him the havdalah cup. He said havdalah, then asked again: Where are my sons?
She said to him twice: They went somewhere, and they're coming now.

She brought him food. After he ate, she said to him: Rebbe, | have a question:

He said: Ask away.

She said to him: Rebbe, before Shabbat a man came and put something in my care, and
now he’s come to take it back. Should | return it or not?

He said to her: My daughter, Does one not have an obligation to return things to their
owners?

She said to him: Without your assent | would not have returned it.

What did she do? She took him by the hand and brought him up to the room, and drew him
near the bed. Se took the sheet off them and he saw them both dead on the bed. He began
to cry and say: Son, Son, Rebbe, Rebbe — My sons physically, my rebbes who lit my eyes up
with their Torah!

At that time she said to him: Rebbe, didn’t you tell me that we have to return the thing to its
owner? So “Hashem gave, and Hashem took: May the Name of Hashem be blessed”.

Said R. Chanina: In this way she comforted him and restored his equilibrium. Regarding this

it says “A valorous woman is hard to find”.

9. Pesachim 62b

(R. Simlai asked R. Yochanan to teach him the secrets of Divrei HaYamim in three months.)
R. Yochanan said to R. Simlai: B’ruriah, wife of R. Meir, daughter of R. Chanina ben
Tradyon, who learned 300 topics in one day from 300 different teachers, couldn’t complete

this study in three years. You think you can complete it in three months?

10. Tosefta Keilim 4:17

When does a ritually impure oven become ritually pure?

Said R. Chalafta of the Village of Chananiah: | asked this to Shimon ben Chananyah, who
asked the son of R. Chanina ben Tradyon, who said . . . but his daughter said . . .

When this was told to R. Yehudah ben Bava, he said: His daughter said better than his son.



