1. R. Aharon Lichtenstein, “Torah and General Culture: Confluence and Conflict”

A plethora of cultural interests, each valuable in its own right, can divert attention from
the supreme challenges of religious existence even to the point of distracting from the quest
for the unum necessarium, that omw nx' (fear of Heaven) that the o1y 7w 11120 “has nothing
else in the world”; may leave one, like the young Augustine, “weeping for the death of Dido for
love to Aeneas, but weeping not his own death for want of love to Thee, O God.”

2. R. Joseph B. Soloveitchik, “Confrontation”

. .. The word of faith reflects the intimate, the private, the paradoxically inexpressible cravings
of the individual for and his linking up with his Maker. It reflects the numinous character and
the strangeness of the act of faith of a particular community which is totally incomprehensible
to the man of a different faith community . . .

Third, we members of the community of the few should always act with tact and
understanding and refrain from suggesting to the community of the many, which is both proud
and prudent, changes in its ritual or emendations of its texts. . . Non-interference with and
non-involvement in something which is totally alien to us is a conditio sine qua non for the
furtherance of good-will and mutual respect

Fourth, we certainly have not been authorized by our history, sanctified by the
martyrdom of millions, to even hint to another faith community that we are ready to revise
historical attitudes, to trade favors pertaining to matters of faith, and to reconcile “some”
differences.

3. From the “Aleinu” prayer, uncensored version
DAY DIINN 722 1277121 DN 77N DY K7W DNTRN NINDWND 11NW K71 NIXAIXRD 12D NWY K79
YITZN 0700 D71 7 197 0rTImi DUINNWNAI DWAID NIRIY'YIT X7 9RT 0177901 7117207 D'innun
.NIN QN2

“. .. for he has not made us as the nations of the lands, and established us as the families of
the earth; for he has not established our portion like theirs, and our fate like all their
multitudes; for they pray to nothingness and emptiness, and bow to a god who will not save.
But we bend, bow and concede before the ultimate king, the Holy One Blessed Be He.
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Mishnah: Three days before the festivals of idolaters, it is forbidden to trade with them, to lend
to or borrow from them, whether goods or money, to repay loans to them or to accept
repayment from them. R. Yehudah says: One can accept payment, because it pains them.
He was told: Although it pains him at the moment, it gladdens him eventually.
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The question was asked: Do the three days include the festival day or not?

Come and listen: R. Yishmael says: “The three days are forbidden both before and after”.

If you think the festival day is included, can he count it both ways?

Once it said three days before, it said three days afterward.

Come and listen: R. Tachalifa bar Avdimi said in the name of Shmuel: “Notzrim” according to
R. Yishmael are always forbidden. If you think that the festical days are included, why
shouldn’t Wednesday and Thursday be permitted?
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Notzri - One who follows the error of “that man”, who commanded them to make Sunday a
festival.
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The priests of the watch would pray that the sacrifices of their brothers be accepted, and the
group standing in for the community would enter the synagogue and fast four days: Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday . . . Why not Sunday? R. Yochanan said: Because of
the notzrim.
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But the thoughts of the World Creator cannot be grasped by humans, for our ways are not His,
for all the matters of Jeshua the Notzri and the Ishmaelite who arose after him are only to
smmoth the path of the Messianic King, and to prepare the world to serve God together, as is
written . . . How is this? Already the world is filled with talk of the Messiah and the Torah and
the commandments . . .
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... He holds like that which R. Chiyya bar abba said in the name of R. Yochanan: Gentiles
outside the Land are not idolaters, rather they continue the practices of their fathers.
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... therefore in Israel too they are not so attached that their actions would be for the sake of
their gods.
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... When they left they said: To Him and to you, altar. To Him and to you, altar.
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But they are partnering the Name of Heaven with something else. and a Tannaitic text
teaches: Anyone who partners the Name of Heaven with something else is uprooted from the
world, as it is written: “only to God alone”?! What they really said was “To Him we concede,
you we praise. To Him we concede, you we praise”.
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One who vows or upholds a vow in another god’s name - how do we know this is forbidden?
Because a Tannaitic text taught: “the names of other gods you shall not mention” - that one
should not tell friend “wait for me beside that idol”; “they shall not be heard (lit: on your mouth)
as a result of you” - don’t vow or uphold a vow in their names and do not cause others to vow
or uphold a vow in their names . . . This supports Shmuel’s father, for Shmuel’s father said: “It
is forbidden to create a partnership with an idolater, lest he be obligated to swear to you and
swear by his idol, when the Torah says “they shall not be heard as a result of you”
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Even though when they mention the Name of Heaven they intend something else,
nonetheless this is not a name of idolatry, and furthermore they refer to the maker of heavenm
and even though they partner the Name of Heaven with something else, we find no prohibition
against causing another to so partner, and there is no prohibition of “Do not place a stumbling
block before the blind” since Gentiles were not commanded regarding such.
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.. . this is not a name of idolatry since they refer to the maker of heaven . . .
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. . . even though they mention the Name of Heaven and refer to Jeshu the Notzri . . .
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One may not steal even from idolaters and those unbound by the ways of religion . . . but returning a
lost object is a supra-legal act and we are not obligated to act supra-legally toward one who has no
religion . . . but all those from nations bound by the ways of religion and worshipers of the Divine in
some way, even though their faith is distant from ours, are not in this category; rather they are as full
Jews for these matters . . .
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... nonetheless, it says “to all the lost objects of your brother”, and idolaters have no
brotherhood because they are no under the rubric of religions with the nations that are bound

by the ways of religion . . .
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. .. they did not fast on Sunday because of the notzrim - | think the explanation is because of
the Babylonians, whom they feared greatly, but it calls them notzrim because of
Nebuchadnezzar . . . and it is known that the great idol for sunworship was worshiped at that
time in Babylonia, and they made their festical on Sunday, which is the period of the sun’s rule



